9/25/68 


Bear Gary, 

Sorry it b.ga tekon so long to straighten out the points in your letter 
of 9/I8, of rhich, I believe, 1 had sent Paul a copy, as I shell of this. 


It is, of course, possible that I did file some of these papers hisx as 
I copied them. 1 nBde a copy of each for each of you. There is also the 
possibility of mechanical error/ Paul found several duplicates; Coleman to Slawson 
(GA-l-OIA); 6D 87, SS576; GD19, p/28, which I enclose. However, unless I erred 
in sending Paul all copies, I beljefe it is safe to assume that what do not 
have ai d he does not, I just didn t get. 

For his benefit, 1 list whst you asked for: 

CD20, pp 6-8,24-5 

1120 

1484, 2-3 

1485, 4-6,11 

1179 (2), 100-4; 295-8 (this is the ’.Yatley report, faul) 

1141, 5-6 

131 (2pp) 

372 (S31011) 

Of these, I seem to have only what herewith enclose: 1179(2)295-8, 

372 OSSlOll) , the only page of CD1141, unnumbered save in the type script ( 56 ) . 


You asked for a better copy of 446d, which is ^Iso enclosed. 

While I acki£)Wledge ^ may have caused the confusion, that it may be 
confusion rather then Johnson failing to fill your order, and that it is more 
likely because at thsf'pBrlod my new supplies of pacer had not yet arrived, I 
think the error is his because I think I laid all of this aside prior to filing, 
having the intent of reorganizing my files to moke them more accessible. I sug est 
you ask Johnson for copies of these and, if he s&ys his records show he sent than 
to me. I’ll repay you the cost. Also, please sand both Paul and me copies, unless 
he lets you know he has these. 


There is the additional possibility I h'.’ve been careless because I have 
not been working as continuously, because other things h^ve been on my minds. ^ have, 
as you know, beeen trying to rebuild my muscles, so to speak. The p>-st several 
weeks we have had no rain and I’ve been spending more tine than usual outside, 
trying to get dons before bad weather the work so long postponed. Pretty successful, 
may I add. Bntil last nijdit’s %w Year’s party at the local rabbi’s, I had lowered 
my weight to 173, a figuhe I’ve gotten down to hut once in the post mere than 40 
years. probably put five pounds back last ni^t and will sweat some of that off 
today. One of the unfortunate consequences is that now have no clothes that fit 
me. Except those in style in 1944-5’. Wide lapels*. I' cannot afford to rehaberdash, 
so I’ll make my coming trip either droopy or wi de-laps lied. 


Your interest in Penebez is warranted. I enclose two pages of his paper. 
If you wont them please copy snd return. I'm running out of papers again and just 
cannot afford a new supply^ I’m trying to go farther 'with him because of this Duarte 
bit. I’ll keep you posted. Bud had intervie’wed him, and I’ll eventually send you 
a copy of his memo on that. I have several other angles v/orking, through others. 


For both of you, a slight ray of hope. My contact at Playboy had asked 

to see GOIP* ^ thought it unlihely they’d be interested but wanted to consider 
the pcssibility of their abstracting an article. *’‘y previous experience with them, 




rather, my last previous one, began in eerly Febmary. Earlier, they had asked me 
to clobber Lane for his impositions in them in their interview, '•'•his I had, I now 
regret, declined to do. They then apparently hhd had to esMgn rather extensive 
end expensive manpower to correct his abundant errors, to use the kind word. From 
them on there had been a desultory correspondence-phone relationship. Their managing 
editor had been scheduled to visit me a year age ^jnns, Didn't. They then asked for 
help on whst Eric Norden v/as to h-.vs done on the Kinutemen, and did tnis work for 
them. They asked to see some of my autopsy stuff, "and I stopped off in ^icego on 
my way to Celifomia in early February. Te spegt much of a day together, '^'t was 
then their opinion that unless they could conpletoly solve the crime, they’d do 
nothing else on the assassination, ^Vhen they asked for 30UP, they said they’d 
give ms an answer in a week. That hes now been about six ^eks. I phoned yestrrday 
and they sppeer to have some interest. They promised an answer in a week. I do 
not permit myself the luxury of hope, hut, knowing their attitude, I take this 
as no less than a sigi of the merit of t.h^ content. Their problem is not content. 
They seem to regard this kind of data as rsther technical. I have a similar problem 
elsewhere, from another publication whose expert has been sftpposed to come here for 
several months end several days age said he hopes it can be soon. If either interest 
comes to anything, the revenue may be enough to publish the book. 


They also asked to see what t have thus far done with the executive 
sessions, 1 sent that yesterday, 'Vhen Jou will have time to read it rapidly and 
return it promptly, Gary, I’ll send it tc you. Lat me know. It is about 30,000 
words. However, I want this to be when you can make notes thatbwill have moaning. 
Iviors and mors le'-m to the idea of writing a book A.GSRT OSWALD, which will really 
be three books in one; Oswald as an Agent, Liebeler, and the ex sess. They all 
relate. I think the ex sess are \forth a separate book but see no possibility of 
it being cotanercially acceptable or affording it myself. I ask you both to note 
for me whet content you think appropriate aside from what have just sem; you 
or what t have 3 lre'’dy written. Among the thi \gs v® know about that I am coming to 
regard as more significanct are the Fain 1862 interview and the absence of any 
Kaack affidavit. Here, Paul, 1 have not heard from V/ade end again ask for the 
suggestions I earlier sought. I’ll be writing him soon, if I do not hear. Hosty 
alsoassumes more possible significance. I spent 5-G pleasant, hours with the Gastorrs 
Sunday, i.-ill bo seeing them agfdn soon when can introduSe^'^nci learned a little 
more about the Surreys, It now nppeers clear tc me th t th-- idee Oswald shot st 
Walker originates in Vest Germsnyl V.alker took this up with Castorr before the 
'•'ommission displayed any interest in it with J.lafiha'J'e Siirray’s republi cation of the 
Da.llas assassination stories, ""echani celly it la quite large. Somehow I'll make 
copies of the more intere ting stories, one of which deals with an Osborne llarine 
mats, rather interesting when it i= recalled the hendbill in which Paul is so in- 


terested was ordered in that nsms. Five lines above, "with Jlarina, 
what the strlkeover should read. 


have" is 


I want tc say nothing about it, but Bud and I sra going to Orleans 
for Irto weeks in early December, is scheduled to return from there today. He 
went with e limited purpose, but I cskedhim to undertake a few chores. 7/o will be 
going for our own, non-conn ected investigations,. . .Philip Garaci III has been heme 
since his return from 7ietnnm for his f.’ther's funeral. Jim and ^ hod a rather finm 
agreement, iteinming from thair rather inexcusable blunder with Haul Havas, which 
was an open and entirely unnecessary violation of an earlier 3 gi'' 0 ament,.ths t they 
would have me in on any of this. My request for this, made directly of ** im, was not 
from vanity or a ri^t to my own literary properties, but si ,:ply bacauso they didn’t 
know a damned thing about it, ^ im said that unless there was a pressing legal need, 
I 6 d be in on it. now find that, without tellii^, asking or consulting, th^ had 
made several unsuccessful efforts to interview ■‘’hilip, Louis promised me over a 
week ego that before they tried again they’d consult. Silence. I feel they are now 
looking for lem^iings to emul<^te. I hove been able to give then but the essence of 
what ^ have on Hiilip. He now seemn to be fantastically irapertant in their Shaw 
case, as learned when I was picking up the few remaining pieces with a re-interview 
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with Raul, i hove this on tape. Apparently, end please, strictest confidence, 

Philip was a homosexual contact of Mario Bermudez. ^ have three other confirmations! 

^ have bo^h parents on tape on this. On one occasion, Bermudez appears to have 
used Shaw s car. There are many other things about Pailip. 1 think: I indicated some 
to you and Hal. 

What Was dene with Raul cannoti be explained by incompetence. I have 
thought much about it and have decided one of two things muat be causative; simple 
jeelousy, because I go down there and do what they cannot and do not, or a deliberate 
effort to blow the thing. I’d prefer to be able to fix on almost any other oltema- 
tives but csTinot, There is, to me, too much reason to credit both. Il it ir the 
latter, it seems to finger ^"oo. Various things have come back to me indicating 
the fi'pst is true, whether or not it is in this case a factor . 

It apparently is entirely impossible to h ve eny kind of cooperative 
relationship ^vlth them. Until this ye r, had content myself with developing 
leads and sources and turning them over, on the assujjption they’d then do the 
necessary, that they’d then look out for their own interest. They never did. 

I turned over to ^im, personally, last November, a tremenauous number ox uiings 
I began to tumble to, it v/as not until 1 found out they had done nothing about them 
that”"^- had to spend the large amount of tine i put in thdre this year, ^ou know 
soma of the results. Even their confirmation on Bradley through J^ax Gonzalez is 
aomathing they’d have had much earlier if they’d followed whet ^ turned oyer, 
yrustin- them ^ didn't even make memos on some of this. How can one, working 20 
hours a day without making mvmos? Gonzalez is but one of two of those vfno knew 
things of Eerrie, including his aviation activities and connections at the airport 
I told them about almost a year ago. They ell knew ^onzalez and never spoke to him. 

I recall Jim’s reaction very vtell, said Max was a fine guy and he’d certainly 
have to talk to him. "o, they didn t. I now do not recall either my source or 
tre other name. They w-ere to have had all this on tape, more than six hours of 
my interviews. They blew the tauing. P sat down with Jim, not x ov/ing the usping 
W06 incomprehensible, and gave him the essence, the names end leads. He then and 
there made long-hand notes. 1 have several times asked him for copies, so I can 
pick up all the threads. EachSt time he promises them. I've never gotten tlem. 

There may be much more I’ve not been able to xollow througn witn, lot juo u 
cannot recall all the names cr events. 


After I left the 1 st time I wrote him. explaining how, but a si.^iple 
inouiry of a specific office, he might uncover an entire federal operation against 
him. e hsd nothing to lose by trying it and need I say how much he could have gained, 
^e has yet to answ'er, in any way. I’ve not heard from him since I saw^him, on my 
initiative, not his, the dey I left. Not a thing I’ve asked for have I .gotten, and 
I’ve asked for nothing secret or improper, meroly for a few of my things. I have 
developed the strong feeling that they bare arranging a martyrdom and that Mark is 
an indispe.nsible part of it. 


Through "^hilip nd my lead on all of this 1 have put Bringuier in an 
entirely different category. Right now 1 can only hope they do not develop any 
interest in this for I am confident they will blow anything they try. I regard it 
as potentially very important, one of the reasons -*■ hove be«n trying so hard to 
be able to file a s’uit against him. I again emphasize, all of tnis in strictest 
confidence. On ^ringuier and this bit, there is a tenuous suggestion of Thornley 
involvement with Bringuier. -^oltticelly it is compatible. The evidence la not solid. 
It il new entirely unsupported. That is, with anything 1 know. This also is one 
* of the reasons 1 kept after the Tines-PicayAne. If you did not niStica their 
retraction of the 21st, I’ll send you a copy. Please understand that in f'^rcing 
this I have put him sna his sttorneys In the position cf having uo try an; serve 
me if end when I am there agiin. ^his means I’ll be subject to suit, probably. I 
cannot hire s lawyer to defend it. I ’be already told the ACLU I shall ask xor their 

help 


and publicly, when it happens. It took Jin e. year to realize whst I can do in 


ivil suit that he cannot in criminal action. Cnee he realized it 


nothii 
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heppened. e could heve helped arrange it. When I told him of the Canyon suit 
what was being connived behind my back, ^ had been -ble to frustrate and’ 

what -L woulQ not be able to prevent, he volunteered that if and when it came to 
peso he d see to it there was a quarter-page ad in the papers saying th- book 
had not ^eon withdrawn, ho.> It could be gotten, etc. Hg reneated his opinion 
never expressed except in private, that OSWALD IN NSW 0?LSAN3 was the best and 
most important book, is well aware of the harm this can do his caas. We 
discussed it. Had his legal opponents not been in on this, had they not 
bragged prematurely, I'd nevrr have Imo’wn about it in time to accomplish 
first tne dala:/s and then frustrate the pending deal. 

■' hadn't expected to go into all of this. However, it is somethin!? I 
think you ahouid be 8^re of* — - 

It seems li>e4.y to ms that Bud now, independently and privately, has 
much of the same feeling I do. When he was lest here he asked me if I would go to 
i'i.O. with him for two weeks, for which he'd pay, for us to work indapend^^ntly 
of the cfflce. It is in preparation for this that I asked him to undertake a few 
things 7mule he was tnare the past few days. These are things i turned over 
almost e year ago and about which nothing was done. 

iflt me alert you to several other fields of interest in hich you ’ 
gay be able to make suggestions, u solicit them if you can. Father S>nchann 
Luis and Maurwce Ferre, Texas Industries (John end Joanna Rogers), Ramos 
(phonetti, a baseball guy), Cuban G'atholic relief (Dallas and New Orleans, 
and inK.O.jMrs. (Ternlglia) Mrs. Connell, the Insuas, Lieutensnt George Butler, 
a deceased named Schwllle (sort of a Knott’s Berry Farm guy in Daljes). Mesr 
oerniglia has a file on every Cuban she's helped. Interest does not necessarily 
Indicate culpa oility, Sylvia Qdio was for a while in the Bogers home, aiTenged 
by her iriend Luis Ferre, hhilo there she got some mysterious letters from 
'^onr.ell, then in Boston, ^'’^ra. Hogers turned them over to Butler, all of this 
after the assassination. Connell was then in Boston visiting a medical-student 
son and ws^- visited by Machann, who was not financially in a position to travel. 

suspect §^lvirt told him things before the ossessinationj. in the confessional. 
Jiiachann is ii07« in ■'^urope . ''hen ho left' Belles he v/ent to ^uislena and worketi in 
2 mental-health group, a continue to wonder whsy Bcwlsv did not 3 st Kelley write 
the letter i use in 0 in K.O. 


Gary, let me remind yon about the Martin affidavit, is important. 

Also, please present this problem to Patsy. 1 have a poleroid copy of one of the 
original forms of 133A and B, the one with the rifle in the left hand. If I cannot 
get the original from which this was copied, or if that is an unoriginal, say was 
printed, can ne do anything with it that cannot be done by other photomraouers? 

his one, immistskeably, shows a woman between Oswald and the post of t’-e stairs, 
with hushes, in the next. yard. I am naving SoiTsn copies msdei now. It 'crcves, beyond 
any doubt at sll, that at the very least this picture was federally doctored or the 
feds knew it had been ear:.iar doctored. 1 have proof from F Bed Newcomb of another 
aspect of the doctoring. It <fan be pretty imppritot. 


Sincerely, 


Harold beisberg 


